
8th Grade English 
Summer Reading Assessment Preparation: Required 

 
Read at least two grade-level appropriate books of your choice and fill out the attached chart for each book. (Book recommendations are listed below.)  

 

To help show your careful consideration of the big ideas and themes in the books that you’ve chosen, identify six significant quotations or passages that really 

speak to you from each book. These are passages that are “deep”, that highly contribute to the meaning of the book or the development of the character, etc. 

The selections should reflect statements made throughout the whole book, not from one chapter. 

 

For each quotation: 

1. copy the quotation or passage on the chart exactly as it appears in your book with the page number written as an in-text citation. 

2. explain why you chose this quotation. What does it mean? Why is it important?  

 

Book 1Title:  

Quotation/Page No. What I think about this quotation 
Sample from The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein: “The sun rises 
every day. What is to love? Lock the sun in a box. Force the sun to overcome 
adversity in order to rise. Then we will cheer! I will often admire beautiful 
sunrise, but I will never consider the sun a champion for having risen” (97). 
 
 

Sample: This quote makes me think about the people who always show up. 
They take care of others, take responsibility for themselves.  How often do 
we praise these “unsung heroes?” Awards are rarely bestowed for 
consistency, but instead praise is given for standing out. Like the sun, those 
who show up for us, for life, are simply being who they are. What do we 
know? Maybe the sun had a bad night while we slept peacefully, dodged 
some space junk, was betrayed by the Northern Lights and almost didn’t 
make its scheduled appearance? The sun just makes it look easy to the rest of 
us, which is something worth cheering for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quotation/Page No. What I think about this quotation 
1. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

2. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

3. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

4. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 



5. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

6. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

 

 
Book 2Title:  

Quotation/Page No. What I think about this quotation 
Sample from The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein: “The sun rises 
every day. What is to love? Lock the sun in a box. Force the sun to overcome 
adversity in order to rise. Then we will cheer! I will often admire beautiful 
sunrise, but I will never consider the sun a champion for having risen” (97). 
 
 

Sample: This quote makes me think about the people who always show up. 
They take care of others, take responsibility for themselves.  How often do 
we praise these “unsung heroes?” Awards are rarely bestowed for 
consistency, but instead praise is given for standing out. Like the sun, those 
who show up for us, for life, are simply being who they are. What do we 
know? Maybe the sun had a bad night while we slept peacefully, dodged 
some space junk, was betrayed by the Northern Lights and almost didn’t 
make its scheduled appearance? The sun just makes it look easy to the rest of 
us, which is something worth cheering for. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Quotation/Page No. What I think about this quotation 

1. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

2. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

3. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

4. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 



5. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

6. Click here to enter text. Click here to enter text. 

 

  



8th Grade Summer Reading List 
 
This list includes a wide variety of books to appeal to the interests and reading level of many students.  Parents are encouraged to review book 
selections with their children in order to help them make the most appropriate choices. 
 

Author  Title   Reading Level   Points  

Alcott, Louisa May   Little Women   7.9   33.0  

Anderson, Laurie Halse   Speak   4.5   7.0  

Angelou   I Know Why the 
Caged Bird Sings  

6.3   13.0  

Armstrong, William H.   Sounder   6.9   5.0  

Austen, Jane   Pride and Prejudice   11.0   27.0  

Bitton   I Have Lived A 
Thousand Years  

4.8   8.0  

Boom, Corrie Ten   The Hiding Place   6.4   13.0  

Bronte, Charlotte   Jane Eyre   10.0   39.0  

Burnford, Sheila   The Incredible 
Journey  

8.5   6.0  

Cabot, Meg   The Princess Diaries   5.7   9.0  

Christie, Agatha   And Then There Were 
None  

7.1   11.0  

Cormier, Robert   I am the Cheese   5.2   7.0  

Cormier, Robert   The Rag and Bone 
Shop  

5.7   4.0  

Dickinson, Peter   The Ropemaker   6.3   21.0  

Donnelly, Jennifer   A Northern Light   4.5   13.0  

Fast, Howard   April Morning   6.5   9.0  

Frazier, Charles   Cold Mountain   6.9   27.0  

Gipson, Fred   Old Yeller   5.0   5.0  

Golding   Lord of the Flies   5.0   9.0  

Herriot, James   All Creatures Great 
and Small  

8.9   32.0  

Hesse, Karen   Out of the Dust   5.3   3.0  

Zusak, Marcus  The Book Thief  5.1  18 



Collins, Suzanne  Hunger Games  5.3  15 

Stroud, Jonathan  The Amulet of 
Samarkand 

5.9  19 

Boyne, John  The Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas 

5.8  7 

Lupica, Mike  Miracle on 49th Street  4.7  8 

Gaiman, Neil  Stardust  6.2  10 

Avi  Nothing But the Truth  3.6  4 

Knowles, John  A Separate Peace  6.9  10 

 

 


